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The Europan site in Trondheim is located in the city district of 

Nyhavna, a place full of contradictions and conflicts. The area 

consists of 

• heavy industry and alternative cultural activities and 

housing

• large scale war constructions and harbour buildings 

and small-scale timber housing

• political activists, industrial workers and 

businesspeople

• heavy traffic with large vehicles and bicycle enthusiasts 

and pedestrians

• hard surfaces and soft natural vegetation despite the 

harsh conditions

• preservation interests for keeping cultural heritage 

from the Second World War and commercial pressure for new 

large-scale development

 

The goal for the competition in Trondheim is to use the opportunity 

in an ongoing discussion about the future development of 

Nyhavna, to come up with alternative, interesting and innovative 

solutions for what could be seen as the key site of development 

of the whole city district. 

The main focus is to use culture as the driving force for change 

and revitalization, and make physical strategies and show the 

potential of a new development based on culture in many different 

forms. An important part of the competition is to come up with 

proposals for 

• Strandveien 27, a small site inside the housing area 

of Svartlamoen - to be developed with mixed use of cultural 

activities and apartments. (Commission for the winner.)

• Area between Dora I and Svartlamoen – to be developed 

as a public space and meeting place for cultural and urban 

activities.

• Kultimathule® - a programme for a new cultural arena 

to be placed and given form within the area.

These projects can be looked upon as interventions in specific 

points to work as urban input to interact in the development of 

the site, development of Nyhavna as a city district, development 

of the city of Trondheim and in the development of the field of 

cultural expression and action. 

INTRODUCTION

Site and study area
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The City of Trondheim

Trondheim is Norway’s 3rd largest city with 168.000 inhabitants. 

Trondheim is situated in central Norway in the region of Troendelag 

and is located where the River Nidelva meets Trondheim Fjord. 

The city was founded in 997. Nidaros Cathedral is one of the main 

reasons for Trondheim’s important role in Norwegian history. 

The Cathedral was established in 1152 (and they are still working 

on it). It is the most significant ecclesiastical gothic cathedral 

in Norway and was northern Europe’s most important Christian 

pilgrimage destination during the Middle Ages. The kings from 

10th century and onwards have been crowned and received the 

blessing here. 

The buildings of medieval Trondheim were mostly small, low 

timber houses, and fire all too often ravaged the town. After a 

major fire in 1681, the royal city planner Cicignon designed a new 

plan in the Baroque style with wide boulevards to prevent more 

fires. This plan is still the footprint of the central city centre. But 

you also find narrow alleys and narrow streets, many originating 

in the Middle Ages, and many special timber buildings, some built 

as far back as the 1700s. 

URBAN CONTEXT

Map of Trondheim just before the big fire in 1861.

Trondheim
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Industrialization in the 1800s led to new growth. A number of 

factories and workshops were founded. An engineer called 

Dahl made his comprehensive plan for the harbour areas in the 

1870s. Large fillings were made into the sea, and the waterfront 

of the city changed completely. The fillings also made room for 

the railway both to the south and some years later to the north. 

In 1910 the university was founded in Trondheim. Now almost 100 

years later, the Norwegian University of Science and Technology 

and the other colleges have more than 30 000 students and 

Trondheim is one of the most important educational and scientific 

clusters in Norway. 

The population of Trondheim has increased in the last 50 years, 

equivalent to 1.5 per cent, a year and has almost doubled in size. 

This has led to a demand for more housing and service facilities. 

The strategy of Trondheim municipality is now to increase the 

density within the existing urban structures. The city centre, the 

urban core, which is a concentrated low-rise grid structure, is 

peninsula-shaped within a huge meander of the River Nidelva 

that almost touches the fjord at the neck of the peninsula. The 

conservational interests inside the urban core have led to more 

pressure for development of the nearby areas and led to urban 

development of earlier industrial sites such as Nedre Elvehavn. 

Central Trondheim is growing eastwards and the Europan site is 

in the district of Nyhavna, which is seen by many as the area of 

future expansion for the city centre. Others, on the other hand, 

are afraid that by transforming Nyhavna, industry and the port 

will be forced to move out and the city will lose significant parts 

of what makes a city work as an industrial centre.

The  Norwegian University of Science and Technology was established in 

Trondheim in 1910

Nedre Elvehavn, the recent urban development of Trondheim.

Cicignons masterplan for Trondheim made after the fire in 1861.

Illustration of the plan from 1874 made by engineer Dahl.
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The district of Nyhavna

Location

Nyhavna is the port area north east of the city centre. It is limited 

to the north by the river and the fjord, to the south by the railway 

tracks and to the east by Ladehammeren, a cliff that rises up 

from the fjord. The surrounding city districts are Lademoen, 

Nedre Elvehavn and Brattoera. The distance from the main city 

square to the area is approximately 1,5 km. 

History

The area consists of two major historical layers; City expansions 

from 1860s until 1930s, and development of the harbour areas 

from 1930s until today. 

During the period of the city expansions from 1860s until 1930s, 

people in Norway moved from the periphery to the cities to get 

work and prevent hunger. Before this only fishermen lived along 

the seashore with their boats near where Strandveien (the 

Beach Road) is today. The quarter of Svartlamoen was developed 

during 1860-1890. The area was inhabited with workers from the 

nearby factories. In the 1870’s the fillings of the harbour areas 

started. In 1889 the railway was constructed, and Svartlamoen 

was disconnected from the city district of Lademoen. From this 

period onwards, the area was known as one of the poorest 

neighbourhoods of the city and got its nickname Svartlamoen 

(the dirty Lademoen). In 1905 new building restrictions were 

made to prevent timber housing to be built within the city limits. 

Some of the buildings along Strandveien were replaced by 3-4 

storey high houses made of brick, but still most of the houses in 

Svartlamoen are in timber. 

In April 1940 Norway was attacked and occupied. One of the 

reasons was the “Kriegsmarines” urgent need to establish naval 

bases and obtain access to shipyard capacity along the coast of 

STUDY AREA

Postcard from 1930 showing the area. Strandveien and Dahl’s Brewery in 

front.

Strandveien today.
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Norway during the ongoing battle of the Atlantic. This included the 

need to be able to maintain and repair submarines. 

During the first post occupation period, in the spring of 1940, the 

“Kriegsmarine” made a survey of the shipyard capacity in Norway. 

This showed that there was a insufficient shipyard capacity in to 

the northern part of Norway, and Trondheim was looked upon as a 

very strategic and important naval port, ideal for further operations 

“im Eismeer” (the Arctic Ocean). In order to establish a permanent 

solution, the “Marinewerft Drontheim and Ubootstützpunkt 

Drontheim”  was established at Nyhavna (New harbour), August 

1940. The landfill made by the local harbour authorities of Trondheim 

in the recent years before World War II, to expand the harbour 

capacity of Trondheim, was used as the site for Dora I and Dora II, 

two submarine bunkers. “Organisation Todt” was responsible for the 

constructions (OT, a semi-military engineering organisation named 

after the German minister of war, Fritz Todt (1891 – 1942)). In 

addition a third submarine pen was planned in Leangenbukta on the 

other side of the Lade peninsula.  

To complete these enormous constructions of Dora I alone, a building 

made up with a base of about 16 000 m2, with outer walls up to 

3 m thick and a solid reinforced concrete roof 3.7 m thick, was a 

monstrous task. Large quantities of building materials had to be 

transported to Trondheim from central Europe. Freshwater washed 

sand and rubble was the only material available locally. At the most 

the projects demand for manpower was reckoned to be between 

6000 and 7000 men, but seldom were more than 2000 were available 

at any time. Because his work was finished before the full effect of 

the war on the eastern front brought in slave labor in any quantity, 

the constructions were mainly done by Germans and Norwegians. 

During the construction OT met massive challenges stabilizing the 

ground at the building site. In spite of this Dora I was ready for use 

by the summer of 1943. On 20th July OT formally handed over the 

submarine pen Dora I to the “Kriegsmarine”.

After World War II almost half of the quarter of Svartlamoen was torn 

down and the area regulated for port, industrial- or infrastructure 

purposes. They even tried to tear down Dora, but did not succeed. By 

early 1980s the area was a squatter area ready for total demolition, 

until some younger people were interested in it and moved into the 

houses. They started a movement to preserve the area as a housing 

area and in 2001 they succeeded in their effort. The remaining houses 

were regulated for preservation and the area was to be developed as 

housing area. The development of Svartlamoen as a special housing 

area, and the decision 2003 to make Dora I into a regional archive 

centre (MLA centre) have given the whole area a new profile; an 

experimental and cultural based urban quarter. In 2007 the area 

became the location of the big national event By:Larm, and both Dora 

I and Svartlamoen was turned into a large festival area. This has 

become a legendary happening and has been a major inspiration for 

new development.

The “Kriegsmarinewerft Drontheim” with Dora I, Dora II and the planned Dora III 

at the other side of the Lade peninsula.

Construction drawing of Dora I, plan and section

Dora I under construction

Dora I seen from Svartlamoen in 1945

1) The “Kriegesmarinewerft Drontheim” as other similar organisations across Europe, was a sub division of the 

“Germainiawerke”. 

2) The construction of Dora II started I 1941. Due to the in general complicated supply situation OT did not man-

aged to finish more than 65% of the building before the war ended. Dora II is to day in use as a local shipyard. 

Ships are still docked in the remains of the submarine pen.  The work on Dora III newer got under way. 
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The study area and site area within Nyhavna

The site consists of two different levels, one larger study- and 

site area and one building site. The study-area and site area are 

the same area.

Infrastructure 

The northbound railway track runs along the south side of the 

area. A local railway station called Lademoen is situated right 

south of the area and will be connected under the tracks with a 

new underpath. The railway, besides being a connection, is also 

a border preventing Nyhavna to be a part of the rest of the city. 

All the access routes except from the fjord, are underneath the 

railway track. 

Now the city is constructing a new main road system (E6-Øst – 

to be completed in 2012), and a new bridge crossing the River 

Nidelva will make an improvement of the accessibility to the 

area. A new roundabout will be the main entrance from the west 

directly into the Europan site. The traffic figures is approximately 

10 000 vehicles a day. The road accesses comes from the new 

main road system to the west and from Maskinistgata to the 

east. Maskinistgata has heavy traffic, also larger vehicles, and 

is the main road through the area. The location of this road in a 

new development plan could be changed.

The area between Svartlamoen and Dora that is still used for 

industrial railway tracks is enclosed by fences. Now there has 

been a change in policy, and the fences have been opened and 

a pedestrian route to connect Dora and Svartlamoen has been 

made. In the future this area could be even more accessible.

The site area is connected to the city district of Lademoen by two 

pedestrian tunnels under the railway tracks. There is also a wider 

pathway under the railway along Strandveien that is reserved for 

bicycles and pedestrians, but can also be accessible for service 

vehicles. All these tunnels serve as portals for Svartlamoen with 

their special decoration.

The cultural activities and social services in the area

As already mentioned, there are a lot of cultural activities in the 

area, some of them are mentioned here: 

• In Svartlamoen important meeting points are the 

Svartlamoen kindergarden (2007), the Ramp café (2004), the 

Verkstedshallen project and performance hall (450 m2) (2008), 

an artist in residence building (2007), the office for the work 

training centre Stavne Gaard (2007), the recycling centre of 

Remida (2008) and the free shop Gratisbutikken. And of course 

the older services such as the Ivar Matlaus book café and the 

freedom park (Frihetsparken) in the middle. New offices for 

companies and cultural industries are about to be opened for 

rental in 2009. Beside these geographically based activites, 

Svartlamoen every year arranges a rock festival called “Eat the 

rich”.

• Dora I is reckoned to be among the largest climatically 

stabile buildings in northern Europe and is ideal for long-term 

storage of all kinds of organic material from Museums, Archives 

and Libraries (MLA institutions). Today a number of institutions 

in this sector are tenants in Dora I. With its dimensions and 

proportions Dora I is also well suited for large-scale exhibitions 

and productions. During 2008, four major exhibitions have been 

The blue buildings represents the main installation on the “Kriegsmarinewerft 

Drontheim” still present in the Nyhavna area. 

Access under the railway from Lademoen

Perspective showing plans for new infrastructure next to the study area.
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displayed in Dora I. The torpedo hall on each floor can also be 

used for this purpose.

• Lademoen has several artist studios, cafés, shops and 

services. The Uffa house is a youth house well connected to the 

Svartlamoen quarter. Rosendal cinema is the film club arena. 

LKV is an old school building that has been converted into artist 

workshops and studios since 1993. 

• In Nyhavna there are the independent theater group 

Cirka Teater, artist studios, music studios and some other 

activities like climbing centre and karate club.

• In Brattoera the national centre for popular music 

called The Norwegian Pop and Rock Experience is now under 

construction, and a new conference centre and hotel is planned 

next door to the Pirbadet, the largest indoor swimming pool 

facility in Trondheim. A new aquarium is also planned here.

The site interests, regulation status and possibilities

The whole of Nyhavna is mostly regulated for industry and port-

related activities. After 2001 when Svartlamoen was regulated 

for housing, there has been a political discussion about if and 

how the future development of the area should be handled. 

After 2003 when Dora I was turned into an archive centre (MLA 

centre), the pressure towards changes in the regulation status 

has increased. The formal regulations and interests in the site 

area are:

• Svartlamoen is an area owned by the Municipality of 

Trondheim but managed by the Svartlamoen housing foundation 

as a cooperation between the municipality and the inhabitants. 

The area was regulated in 2001 to become a housing area and 

an area for ecological experiments. The Svartlamoen housing 

foundation’s aim is to preserve the old buildings and have 

a greater density of housing in an ecological way, and also 

encourage additional services and space for new businesses 

and cultural workers.

• Dora I is owned by Dora AS, a private held commercial 

company. The company‘s present aim is to develop Dora I into 

a regional MLA centre, also with national tasks. Dora AS has 

registered a trade mark: Kulturbunker Dora. The trade mark is 

used as an umbrella under which a variety of cultural activities, 

events and cultural heritage considerations are preformed. 

Kulturbunker Dora has been important in branding Nyhavna as 

a possible development area where cultural- and commercial 

interests can join forces. Dora AS has a regulation plan for 

their property allowing them to build 25.000 m2 on the west 

and north side of Dora I. The first floor of Dora I is more or less 

completely occupied by archive and library depositories. Other 

parts of the building, especially on the ground floor, still have a 

potential and can be developed for cultural heritage purposes. 

The study area and site area within Nyhavna

The site is consisting of two different levels, one larger study- and site area and one building site. 
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The main entrance A leads in to an internal road right through 

to the other side. Dora AS could, in connection with the possible 

founding of an art end exhibition hall here, consider opening the 

A entrance and the connection through the entire building as a 

part of a public network. In the future, after 2015, the storage 

building at the roof of Dora I could be dramatically restructured 

or demolished in order to make room for future activities within 

a wider creative field. In this case a leek proof roof has to be 

restored to prevent the building, the interior and the valuable 

content from being damage. The two ramps leading up to the 

upper floors are constructed to carry heavy military vehicles. In 

the future, the logistics could be handled differently.

• Jernbaneverket (the State railways) owns the railway 

tracks and is thus owned by the Norwegian government. 

Jernbaneverket is interested in keeping one of the tracks to be 

able to keep the possibility to connect railway tracks with the 

harbour. There is no new regulation plan for the property.

• Rom Eiendom AS is a private commercial property 

management company. It used to be owned by Jernbaneverket. 

Rom Eiendom AS owns the area closest to the new roundabout. 

Tollpost Globe has a long-term agreement until the year 2015 

for renting the area. There is no new regulation plan for the 

property. Rom Eiendom AS has the intention of developing the 

area in order to increase the value.

The ground floor of Dora I. The areas marked with blue are in principle available 

for the development of a multicultural art and heritage exhibition hall.

Dora I with the entrance A1 used during by:larm 2007, a big national rock event.

ENTRANCE A
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The building site

The building site is Strandveien 27, a space in the line of buildings 

along Strandveien. The site is owned by the Municipality of 

Trondheim and managed by the Svartlamoen housing foundation. 

The houses on both sides towards Strandveien are ordinary 

4 storey apartment buildings with mixed use; commercial 

premises on the ground floor and housing above. The surrounding 

buildings towards the site on the south side are inhabited and 

have windows facing the site.

Today there are two one storey industrial buildings on the site 

with an area of 595 m2. These are to be demolished. 

The building site has a change in level between Strandveien and 

Jernbanegata of approximately 3 metres, with access from both 

sides. 

The Verkstedshallen project and performance hall is next door 

and has a connection to the site from its backdoor.

SITE

Panoramic view of the site seen from the south.

Map of the building site.
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The city of Trondheim

Both the region of Troendelag and the city of Trondheim have 

a proud history related to the Viking era. At the same time the 

city is an international city where scientists, students and well 

educated people from all over the world come to work. Trond-

heim is known as The City of Knowledge in Norway. As a matter 

of fact nearly every 5th person living in Trondheim is a student. 

The dependency between the university and the city is obvious. 

The impact of the students is high. The festivals and student ac-

tivities are a visible and liveable part of the city, and the student 

union - Samfundet is one of the most popular meeting places for 

young people in Trondheim. This is also the centre for the stu-

dent festivals and events - UKA - that is arranged every second 

year by the students.

Svartlamoen

In 1990 the movement Svartlamon beboerforening was estab-

lished to prevent local authorities from ruining the housing area 

and turn it into an industrial area. People from certain political 

movements, musicians and artists wanted to use the area as a 

base for activity. Some flats were inhabited with occupants, but 

most of the tenants had legal contracts. A broad movement con-

sisting of local inhabitants, artists, media, politicians and oth-

ers protested. And even though some serious decisions were 

made and housing contracts were eliminated, the preservation-

ists prevailed. In 1998 the industrial interests in the area had 

to move out and was given compensation in the form of better 

property outside the city.  

In the 1990s, after years of struggling to make a living, the 

neighbourhood of Svartlamoen eventually became a pilot proj-

ect for sustainable housing, direct democracy and ecologi-

cal city planning. The former activist movement now became a 

foundation with aims of “building the future”. In 2001, after two 

years of planning and cooperation between the inhabitants and 

the city council, a housing foundation was formally established, 

along with a foundation given the responsibility of running 3500 

square meters of industrial locations, initially occupied by a car 

dealer.

The main goals of Svartlamoen include sustainable living, direct 

democratic processes, cheap rents and gentle restoration of 

old timber houses. By supporting direct action locally the goals 

of sustainable societies can be reached. Concerning restora-

tion and new construction the purpose is to use more second 

hand and low energy-supplied materials. The outdoor space has 

a green corridor throughout the area. A specific plan is made to 

keep the green space in shape and it is based on organic mea-

sures.

Formally the foundation`s board is the decision maker. The 

Svartlamoen housing foundation board has five places, three in 

which are occupied by the tenants and two go to the city coun-

SOCIAL CULTURAL CONTEXT

The atmosphere at Svartlamoen is kind of laid back.

Frihetsparken (the Freedom parc) was established in the 90’s ©svartlamon.org

”Eat the rich”festival in 1998.

cil. In the cultural/business foundation the city council has three 

places. To make decisions more direct the project has a plenum 

meeting for deciding topics in addition to the board. Other topics 

are given to smaller neighbourhood meetings to decide.
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In general

It is assumed that all the participants take into consideration the 

following important issues in their proposals:

• Universal design

• Energy efficiency

• Ecology 

• Climate conditions (snow, winter, low sun etc.)

The site area

The main focus is to use culture as the driving force for change 

and revitalization, and apply strategies and show the potential 

for a new development based on culture in many different 

forms. In urban planning terms this will pose a challenge for 

the proposals to consider the relations, access and interplay 

with the urban spaces within the new urban fabric for the site 

area. Strategies showing different types of use and stages of 

development would help visualizing possibilities beyond ordinary 

planning. This could even give possible spinoff effects where 

realization of ideas could happen despite the financial recession. 

Still the area is very attractive for development, so a reasonable 

level of exploitation should be considered.

Restrictions and terms

• The site owners have agreed to be flexible concerning 

the site borderlines.

• The regulations are to be looked upon as guidelines. 

• The “Marinewerft Drontheim” and the Dora submarine 

pens are not only a part of the local and national history but a 

rare example of European antiquary heritage on Norwegian soil. 

There has been a growing interest in the war period among 

preservation authorities, and the municipality has put Dora 

I on the list of buildings with high value. The facades towards 

Maskinistgata and towards the fjord are both protected. There is 

a demand to keep the area between Svartlamoen and Dora I as a 

part of the restriction, and maybe even more of the area should 

be developed as a part of a larger restriction plan for keeping 

and showing the “Marinewerft Drontheim” on a larger scale.

• Svartlamoen is also regulated as an area for protection. 

The old houses are among the dwellings in Trondheim that are 

closest to their original state, though not with the highest 

standard.

• The main access by car to the area should be from 

the new mainroad system.The traffic into the site will increase 

because of the new main road system, and there will be a demand 

for more parking. For the competition it is suggested that parking 

should not be a major concern, but could be assumed solved by a 

car park building somewhere in the neighbourhood.

• Dora I is as solid as rock. It has more than 3 m thick 

walls, and the municipalities attempt to tear it down after the 

war was a waste of time. It is therefore not easy to make larger 

holes or open the walls in the building. The big portal A1 leading 

out to Maskinistgata is to be seen as the main entrance to the 

building. 

PROGRAM

Area between Strandveien and Dora.
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Strandveien 27

Strandveien 27, a small site inside the housing area of 

Svartlamoen. The site should be developed with mixed use of 

cultural activities and apartments. The Verkstedshallen project 

and performance hall next door to the site needs backstage 

facilities with places to change clothes, take a shower and 

prepare for “the show”; approximately 50-100  m2. They also 

need a large storage for technical equipment; approximately 

100-150 m2. Towards Strandveien there should be a function 

that attracts attention and invites people in. This could be a 

flexible room for the presentation of visual art and performances 

of various kinds that could also be connected to the backstage 

areas and the storage. 

For the next couple of floors the building should contain 

apartments for all kinds of people. The apartments will be a part 

of the total number of apartments that the Svartlamoen housing 

foundation rents out, and there is a need for diversity in type, 

mainly smaller, but could for instance be combined with artist 

studios, workshop or office facilities, with different qualities 

such as balcony, fireplace, roof terrace etc. It is a political aim 

to keep all the apartments in Svartlamoen as a cheap alternative 

for the citizens in Trondheim. 

Restrictions and terms

• The new house should not differ too much in scale from 

those on each side towards Strandveien.

• Towards Jernbanegata the building should be kept low 

because of the neighbouring houses.

• The regulated green area towards Jernbanegata could 

be designed with hard surface and built underneath.

• Use of wood should be used as an important part of the 

design.

• The ground floor and basement should be used for 

cultural or culturally related purposes.

• Backstage areas for the Verkstedshallen project and 

performance hall must be implemented and be connected by a 

large porch 3 m. wide.

• The apartments should not be collectives as there are 

already several in the area.

• The apartments need to be accessible by lift.

• The possibility to have access for everybody from 

Strandveien to Jernbanegata through the building site should be 

implemented.

 

Building site in Strandveien.
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The area between Dora I and Svartlamoen

The area between Dora I and Svartlamoen should be developed 

as a public space with a robust and interesting design. The area 

should be useful for many different purposes and have a high 

level of flexibility. The space should be seen as an attraction 

not only for the people in the area, but for the whole city and 

visitors from other places. It should be interesting for children 

of all ages, and be like a hotspot where a surprising experience 

awaits you (drag-race, rock music concert, kite-event, art-

exhibition or whatever). The interaction between the space and 

the surrounding city fabric is important; entrances to important 

buildings and functions, connections to other city districts, 

connection to the city centre etc. The protected wall of Dora I 

with its main entrance A1 and the buildings along Strandveien 

define the space towards the north and south. It is up to the 

participants to show the potential and limitation of the space 

towards the east and west. 

Restrictions and terms

• The area should be kept as an open space so as to keep 

the visual impact of the protected wall of Dora I.

• One or more of the railway tracks should be implemented 

in the final solution to keep the option of moving containers from 

ship to railway. This could also be a potential for the use of the 

area.

• There needs to be a road connection through the area 

to connect the southern and northern parts of Nyhavna. This 

traffic is crossing the space and solutions for slowing the speed 

should be considered.

• In order to connect the city centre with the important 

recreation route along the Lade peninsula, the new space 

must include an attractive and functional solution for bicycles 

and pedestrians crossing the area from Strandveien to the 

seafront. 

Kultimathule® 

Kultimathule® is a project that was initiated by the Municipality 

of Trondheim and Soer-Troendelag County Authorities. The 

objective is to further develop the cultural cooperation in the 

region by:

• strengthening integrated activities involving the 

functions of the region’s museums, libraries and archives (MLA 

sector)

• develop arenas where the MLA sector can cooperate 

with contemporary art.

• promote the roles of the cultural heritage and 

contemporary art in societal development by linking these areas 

together and creating an arena for relevant social discourse.

Kultimathule® will play an important role as a cultural arena in 

the development of the new urban fabric at Nyhavna, Trondheim, 

if chosen. The site is one of several sites in Trondheim considered 

to be used for the purpose.

A central issue to be addressed is designing an impartment 

hall to present the MLA sector and an exhibition and art hall in 

Trondheim.

 

There is a clear need in the MLA sector to have dedicated space 

for exhibitions and special arrangements (such as large-scale 

installations and performances).

 

The arena will encourage disciplinary integrity and self 

development of each of the constituent elements in the cultural 

heritage and contemporary art. At the same time it will establish 

flexible space for integrated activities and projects that can be 

used by these groups. The institutions based in other parts of 

the region can also use the facilities for limited periods.  

 

The required space has not been determined but it is expected 

to be between 2000 and 3000 m2. The largest room (or several 

rooms together) must be able to house large exhibitions of about 

1500 m2.  A possible distribution of the area could be: 

• MLA impartment hall: about 500 m2

• Art hall / exhibition space for contemporary art: about 

500 m2

• Flexible space: about 1500 m2

• Administration and other: about 500 m2

The location is undecided but there are several possibilities:  

• locating both the MLA impartment hall and art hall in 

Dora I

• locating both the MLA impartment hall and art hall in 

premises at Svartlamoen. 

• locating both the MLA impartment hall and art hall on 

open ground somewhere else in the area.

• a combination of these in existing premises or on open 

ground.

 

For all of these, it is important to have open space surrounding 

the facilities. 
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The proposals need to focus on two levels; both of them counting 

50%. The two levels are:

• Strategies and solutions for the whole site area 

including designing the public space between Dora I and 

Svartlamoen and showing a possible way of implementing and 

designing the programme of Kultimatule® into the area.

• Design for the building at Strandveien 27 with plans, 

sections, facades and perspective showing the expression of the 

building, and the connection of the building to its surroundings. 

The plan is that Svartlamoen housing foundation will be managing 

the building site on behalf of the owner the Municipality of 

Trondheim. The foundation has the intention to engage the team 

of the winning proposal, which hopefully shows innovative ideas 

and creative architecture. The winning proposal is supposed to 

be a preliminary project to be used as a foundation for further 

plans, tender documents and drawings. The preliminary project 

is also an important foundation that will convince other partners 

to contribute to its realization. Once project funding is realized, 

it is a condition that the winning team has to establish contact 

with a Norwegian team in order to be able to deal with Norwegian 

laws, rules and local regulations.  

COMMISSION FOR THE WINNER

Norway’s tallest massive wood building by Brendeland and Kristoffersen.



EUROPAN 10 TRONDHEIM_NORWAY 18

TRONDHEIM-N-C-M1.dxf 

TRONDHEIM-N-C-M1.pdf 

TRONDHEIM-N-C-AP1.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-SS-AP1.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-SS-AP2.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-SS-P1.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-SS-P2.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-SS-P3.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-SS-P4.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-SS-P5.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-SS-P6.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-SS-P7.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-SS-P8.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-SS-P9.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-SS-P10.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-SS-P11.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-SS-P12.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-SS-M1.dxf 

TRONDHEIM-N-SS-M1.pdf 

TRONDHEIM-N-SS-M2.pdf 

TRONDHEIM-N-SS-M3.pdf 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-AP1.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-AP2.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-AP3.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-AP4.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-P1.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-P2.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-P3.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-P4.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-P5.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-P6.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-P7.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-P8.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-P9.jpg

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-P10.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-P11.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-P12.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-P13.jpg 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-M1.dxf 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-M1.pdf 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-M2.dxf 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-M2.pdf 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-M3.dxf 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-M3.pdf 

TRONDHEIM-N-PS-M4.pdf 

 

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS AND DOCUMENTS

For further inquiries:

www.trondheim.kommune.no

www.svartlamon.org


